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When someone we love dies, everything changes. After 
my father’s death twelve years ago, I remember 
wondering if things would ever return to “normal.”  Dad’s 
laugh was infectious.  His strength lent a sense of 
security to my world.  His ethics and morals were 
impeccable.  He raised the bar for me on many fronts 
which made me want to go to him for his opinion and 
insights.  It Isn’t just the big things about him that I miss, it 
is also the little things - all those little things that were 
uniquely my Dad.   

Coming from a family of nine children, every one of us, in 
our own way, has been trying to adjust to the void that his 
death left.  The loss is different for each one of us 
because his relationship with each of us was different.   
We have all been a part of this family unit for years, and 
our parents seemed to be aware of how different each 
one of us is from the other and celebrated those 
differences.  It was all of our individual characters 
combined, along with the distinct relationships with our 
parents, that set the tone and culture of our family. Since 
my Dad’s passing, celebrations are not quite the same, 
dinners with the family are not quite the same, phone 
calls to home are not  the same, even the way the turkey 
is carved on Thanksgiving is not the same.  

Even though we are rooted in the reality that death is 
inevitable, it shakes our world when someone we love 
dies.  But, that’s not a bad thing!  It has punctuated for me 
the importance that each person plays in the life of 
“community” - whether that be family community, parish 
community, or world community.  Each person’s 
contribution significantly shapes who we are.  Their 
personal gifts are lasting and weave their way into our 
futures.  Their lives make a permanent imprint on the 
fabric of who we are and what our community represents.  
Each person’s life should have an impact, therefore their 
death should also have an impact. 

Jesus’ death and Resurrection had a tremendous 
influence on those who loved Him. Everything changed 
for His family, friends, and followers.  At first, there was a 
sense of loss, confusion, and fear after His passing.  
They were no doubt emotionally scattered and they 
reflected on the impact His death had on them as 
individuals as well as themselves as a community of 
believers.   

Would life ever return to normal?  Would things ever get 
back to business as usual?  No!  And it was never meant 
to return to business as usual.  It was Jesus’ life that 
helped form them as followers and apostles.  It was His 
death that made them think more clearly about who they 

were in relationship to Him and His Father.  But, it was 
Jesus’ Resurrection that transformed them from followers 
to leaders and from people of fear, to people of hope. 
Jesus’ mission on earth would have been foiled if His life, 
death, and Resurrection had no impact on the people 
who knew and loved Him.  It would all have been in vain if 
they remained huddled in fear.  The Kingdom would not 
have moved forward if His death had frozen and 
immobilized them.  Jesus was counting on them to carry 
on His mission into the future, just as He counts on us to 
do the same today with the support of the Holy Spirit.  We 
believe because they believed.  We have “community” 
today because people of faith throughout the centuries, 
invested in “community.” 

The good news is,  Jesus never intended for one person 
to take on such a daunting mission alone.  The journey of 
faith was never meant to be a solitary search for God. 
That is why He gathered community around Him during 
His life and ministry then, as He continues gathering 
community through the Body of Christ today.  He has 
given us each other: vessels that the Holy Spirit uses to 
continue building the Kingdom of God and strengthening 
the bonds that unite us - a community supporting one 
another in faith and in mission.  And Jesus prays for us as 
He did His disciples: 

“Holy Father, I pray not only for them, but 
also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, so that they may all 
be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in 
you, that they also may be in us, that the 
world may believe that you sent me.” 

Each one of us is an intrinsic part of the whole.  When 
you are present in the community, the Christ who dwells 
within you brings light to the community.  Likewise, when 
you are missing from the community, the Christ who 
dwells in you is also missing and dims the light of the 
community. 

The joyous season of the Resurrection is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to reflect on the impact of Jesus’ living, 
dying, and rising to new life - what it means for our 
personal relationship with God and His people.  What 
influence is our life having on those around us?  Are we 
huddled, immobilized, and frozen?  Or, has Jesus’ death 
and Resurrection given us new resolve in our faith and 
our participation in the life of our community? 

Like Jesus, let us all live our lives so that our death will 
change everything!  Let us live His gift of Easter joy! 


